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Attorney Docket: 1278-16 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant(s): Scott Ronald Thomas 
Serial No: 10/570,936 

Filed: March 8, 2006 Dated: April 17, 2006 

For: LINE TENSIONING DEVICE AND METHODS 

MAIL STOP PCT 
Commissioner of Patent 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

LETTER 

Sir: 

Enclosed is the International Preliminary Report on Patentability issued by the 

\ 

International Searching Authority |in the priority PCT application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

^.^^ 

)rge M. Kaplan 
Reg. No. 28,375 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 

DILWORTH & BARRESE, LLP 
333 Earle Ovington Boulevard 
Uniondale, New York 1 1 553 
(516) 228-8484 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S LSfaT 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




Date: April 17. 2006 "^^^ ' 

George iVI. raplan 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCX 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
TRANSM[TTAL OF COPY OF INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(CHAPTER I OF THE PATENT COOPERATION 
TREATY) 
(PCT Rule44bisJ{cy) 


To: 

FISHER ADAMS KELLY .^^^•■^-r^^':""\ 
Level 13, AMB^PIaC^;^;^^ V W*: \ 
1 0 Eagle Str^p| le:. • " ^ \ 
Brisbane, Queensland 4001 ^^t^: a \ 
AUSTRALE \\ ^ r-'-- " \ 

\ kC^' ■■■■■ \ 


Dale of maitint* {das/monilt/xear) 

23 March 2006 (23,03.2006) ^ 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
13572PC1 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PGT/AU2004/001212 


Intemaiional date {dax/motuli/vear) 

08 September 2004 (08.09.2004) 


Priority date (dax/month/yeor) 

08 September 2003 (08.09.2003) 


Applicant 

THOMAS, Scott, Ronald 



The International Bureau transniUs herewith a copy of (he international preliminary rc|)ort on paicntabilily (Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty) 



DATA ENTERED 

PA c>s^ 


DUE DATE(S) ENTERED 

1 DUE / / 


OATE ifc-Zih^ 


DUE _,J_J__ 
DUE "/ / 



The Intemaiional Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin dcs Colombetles 
12 U Geneva 20, Switxerland 



Authorized officer 

Doroth6e Mulhausen 



PCX 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARV RKPORT ON PATENTAIUUTY 
(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rulc44W,v) 


Applicant's or a^jcnl's file reference 


FOR FURTHER ACTJON 


See item 4 below 


13572PC1 






Inlenuitiomil appiicalion No. 


International filjjig dale (day/mofU ft/year) 


Piiorily date (day/monllt/year) 


PCT/AU2004/001212 


08 September 2004 (08.09.2004) 


08 September 2003 (08.09.2003) 


Inlernaiional Palcnl Classificalion (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 




See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 




Applicanl 






THOMAS. Scott. Ronald 







1 . 'I*his international preliminary reix>rt on paicnlabilily (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International vScarching Authority under Rule 44 /?/jr.l(a). 

2. This Rlil^OR'I* consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In ihc attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the Inlernational Searching Authority should be read as a reference 

lo the international prehminary report on paleniability (Chapter 0 instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating lo the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. II 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. in 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
apphcabilily 


□ 


Box No. IV 


JwJick of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reaijoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VF 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vni 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. 11ic International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44^£.t.3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date(Rule44/;/5.2), 





Date of issuance of this report 
13 March 2006 (13,03.2006) 


The International Bureau ofWIPQ 
34, chcmin des (x>loml>ciies 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 3.5 


Authorized officer 

Dorothee Mulhausen 

Telephone No. +41 22 338 87 40 



P'orm PCr/IB/373 (January im) 



fflEC'D OS 



From the: 



To: 

Fisher Adams Kelly 
GPO Box 1413 
BRISBANE QLD 4001 


PCX 

VvOUTTEN OPINION OF TPIE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCX Rule 43to.l) 


Date of mailing 3 NOV 201)4 
(day/month/year) 


Applicant's or agcnf s flic reference 
13572PC1 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 bciow 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001212 


International filing date (day/monlli/year) Priority date (day/inoiilli/yeai) 
8 September 2004 8 September 2003 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or 
Int. CI. ' F16G 1 1/12; B65H 77/00, 


both national classification and IPC 

59/14; B63B 21/04; B60P 7/06; E04H 15/32 


Applicant 

THOMAS, Scott Ronald 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under "Rule 43te.l(a)(!) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement - 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. lU 


□ 


Box No. IV 


m 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the Intcmational 
Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one lo 
be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66,1 fe/Xb) that written opinions of this International 
Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPBA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of moiling of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



3, For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 


Authorized Officer 


AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 




PC BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 


D.R. LUM 


E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Telephone No. (02) 6283 2544 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001212 


Box No, I Basis of tlie opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in 
which it was filed, unless otherwdse indicated under this item. 


rn This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into 

the following language , wliich is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 
international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 


2, Witli regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




[~| a sequence listing 




1 1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




[ 1 in computer readable fonn 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




[ [ contained in tlie international application as filed. 




j [ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 




1 I furnished subsequently to tliis Authority for tlie purposes of search. 




3. 1 1 In addition, in the case tliat more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in tibie subsequent or additional copies is identical to tliat 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond tlie application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 







WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 


International application No. 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 








PCT/AU2004/001212 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43A/5.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


5-13, 20-21 


YES 




Claims 


1-4, 14-19 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


5-13, 20-21 


YES 




Claims 


1-4, 14-19 


NO 


Industrial applicability (LA.) 


Claims 


1-21 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

The following documents in the International Search Report have been considered for the puqDoses of tliis report: 

• (Dl)DE 2927907 

• (D2) AU 21476/77 

• (D3)AU 20121/83 

• (D4) AU 52693/98 

• (D5) DE 19738936 

NOVELTY (N) and INVENTIVE STEP Claims 1-4. 14-19; 

• (Dl) Claims 1, 3-4, 15-19 

• (D2) Claims 1-3, 14-18 

• (D3) Claims 1-4, 15-19 

• (D4) Claims 1-2, 15, 17-18 

• (D5) Claims 1, 15, 17-18 

Claims 1-4, 15-1 8 clearly lack novelQ' in light of Dl, D2 which are tension devices for straps and wire / rope 
respectively. Claim 14 lacks novelty in the light of D2 which discloses strengthening ribs (see page 3 line 3-4). 
Claim 19 laclcs novelty in the light of Dl, D3. In Dl, the aperture is the slot, 5. 



